
Growing up in a family 

of accomplished actors,  

Dr. Brad Sullivan could have 

tried to follow in their foot-

steps. His father is Bruce 

Kirby, a legendary character 

actor of stage and television 

for 55 years, and his brother 

is the late Bruno Kirby, who 

is well known for his roles 

in The Godfather and City 

Slickers. There was just one 

problem.

“I was terrible,” Dr. Sullivan admits of his acting skills.

But, he found a way to be a part of the entertainment business and still 

achieve his dream of working in a profession where he could help other 

people. Today, as a doctor of chiropractic, he treats some of the biggest names 

in Hollywood, including Academy Award winners and pop culture icons.

Despite his Hollywood connections, he fell into treating celebrities by 

accident when a patient referred a friend to him on an emergency basis. 

When the man arrived for treatment, he was so stooped over that “he was 

facing his ankles,” Dr. Sullivan recalled. “When he left, he was walking 

normally.”

The patient’s wife, a medical doctor who works with insurance underwriters 

that cover work stoppage due to health issues of leading stars, became an instant 

believer. From that point on, she authorized Dr. Sullivan to go “on location” and 

handle work-related injuries of some of Hollywood’s top celebrities. 

Dr. Sullivan can’t divulge the names of the stars he has treated because 

of industry insurance and confidentiality issues. But without naming 

names, he can share a few anecdotes. 

One famous Academy Award-winning male comedian he treated was 

injured when hanging from a wire for 14 hours while filming a “green 

screen” scene. After the actor’s treatment, the director insisted the star 
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continue 

working four 

more hours.

One of his more unusual calls 

was to treat a very heavyset come-

dian filming a scene in a small 

sports car. The actor had swelled 

up and couldn’t get out of the car.

“Actors consider their bodies 

to be their instruments. They are 

required to do a lot of physical 

work. They have to learn a lot of 

lines, ad lib and be sharp. They don’t 

want to take drugs or anything to 

mask their injury, so they’re very 

appreciative of chiropractic work 

because of its holistic nature.

“If a crew member can’t work, 

you call in a replacement. But it’s 

not so with the lead actors. If they 

can’t work, it’s a major problem. 

I’m glad I can help,” he added.

   


